Data Science Fellows Program (Peter Salovey & Marta Moret) — Student Q&A / FAQ
Program basics
What is the Peter Salovey & Marta Moret Data Science Fellows Program?
It’s a two-year, cohort-based program for early-stage Yale PhD students whose research is grounded in data science foundations or meaningfully integrates data science methods to advance their field. It’s designed to create an interdisciplinary intellectual community, structured opportunities, and mentorship across Yale.
Who runs the program?
The program is jointly supported by Yale GSAS and the Institute for Foundations of Data Science (FDS). The steering committee (faculty from across campus) oversees admissions and program direction, co-chaired by Professors Bhramar Mukherjee and John Lafferty. The administrative team helps with onboarding, logistics, and programming.
How big is the cohort?
The inaugural cohort is expected to be about 20 fellows—large enough for diversity, small enough for real community.
How long is the program?
Fellows participate for two years.

Eligibility and fit
Who is eligible to apply?
Eligibility is intentionally broad: early-stage Yale PhD students across all disciplines (including humanities and social sciences), as long as you can clearly explain how data science is meaningfully part of your research and training.
What does “early-stage” mean?
Primarily 1st- and 2nd-year PhD students, but the program is flexible (e.g., some 3rd-year students may be appropriate depending on disciplinary timelines and when research direction becomes clear).
Do I need a strong statistics / computer science background to apply?
No hard prerequisites. Reviewers look for a clear and compelling research vision and a convincing explanation of why data science methods/ideas are integral to your dissertation direction. Coursework during the program can help you build needed technical depth.
How do you define “data science”?
Broadly. Data science can include theory, methodology, computation, measurement/inference, responsible practice, and domain-driven questions. The program is intentionally interdisciplinary, and welcomes a wide range of approaches.
Are humanities projects welcome (e.g., critical data studies, history/ethics of data science, computational humanities)?
Yes. The program explicitly welcomes humanities perspectives, including critical/ethical/sociotechnical approaches and humanities work that uses methods like NLP/LLMs.
If my research is “data science for my thesis” (e.g., omics analysis paired with wet-lab work), does that qualify?
Potentially yes—especially when data science is coherent and central to the dissertation research question, not just an add-on tool.

Program requirements (what fellows do)
How does the fellows program fit with my home department requirements?
Everything is in addition to your PhD requirements, but it is designed to complement, not compete with your department. The goal is structure without making it feel like a second degree or second job.
What are the main program components?
Fellows complete:
· Coursework (two courses total as part of the program’s framework)
· A cohort seminar: “Data Science at Yale”
· Event participation (at least two pre-approved events each year)
· Community contribution (at least one pre-approved contribution activity)
What is the coursework requirement?
Fellows take two courses as part of the program framework. One purpose is to build intentional breadth—often by taking a course that complements your home training (possibly outside your department).
Can courses I took before the fellowship begins count?
Yes, potentially. The guiding principle is: if you’ve already “stretched” in the intended way through prior coursework relevant to your research training, you shouldn’t be forced to take extra courses just to meet a requirement.
Do courses need to be taken for credit (or can I audit)?
The expectation is that courses should be taken for credit.
What is the “Data Science at Yale” seminar?
A cohort hub seminar (in development) designed to expose fellows to Yale-specific resources and practices that support data science research. Examples discussed include:
· Computing resources and platforms at Yale (including options for sensitive vs. non-sensitive data)
· Research practices that may vary by field (e.g., IRB processes, experiment design, pre-registration)
What counts as “event participation”?
Fellows participate in at least two pre-approved events each year, aligned with their interests. Examples include:
· Presenting at the program’s annual research showcase
· Attending data science seminars/workshops
· Professional development workshops
· Computational/coding workshops offered across Yale
What counts as a “community contribution”?
Fellows complete at least one pre-approved contribution activity, such as:
· Mentoring undergraduates
· Organizing a data-science bootcamp or journal club
· Outreach with local schools/community colleges
· Supporting organizations via applied data work (e.g., STATCOM or similar)
How much time should I expect this program to take?
The program aims to be a source of joy and connection, not a burden. Time commitment varies by choices, but the requirements are designed to be reasonable and supportive—not a second job.

Mentorship and community
What kind of mentoring is included?
Mentoring is multi-layered:
· Peer learning within the cohort
· Ongoing connections with program alumni (as the program grows)
· Access to program faculty leadership (including co-chairs and steering committee) for guidance on research direction, professional development, and career conversations
Will the program support me beyond the two years?
The two-year fellowship is the formal period, but the vision is for fellows to remain part of the community (events, listserv, mentoring future cohorts, etc.).
What if my thesis advisor changes while I’m in the program?
That’s understood and expected for early-stage PhD students. The program is centered on you and your development; the advisor listed at application time may not end up being your dissertation advisor.

Funding
Is this program open to international students?
Yes. The program is open to early-stage Yale PhD students, including international students.
What funding does the program provide?
Funding varies. The program emphasizes community and opportunities as the core benefit. Some support may include:
· Conference travel
· Data/software resources
· Professional development support
· Small research-related expenses
Funding is not necessarily identical for everyone, and full tuition/stipend support may not be available for all fellows.
Should I apply if I already have funding?
Yes. The program is not “just about funding”—it’s about cohort community, exposure, mentorship, and research/professional development opportunities.
Can the program buy out my teaching requirement?
The program leadership advised not viewing the program as an avenue to buy out teaching. Teaching obligations are typically a departmental matter.
Do I need to submit extra materials to demonstrate financial need?
Applicants do not need to complete an additional need-based step. There is a faculty/advisor component that can speak to funding context and departmental needs.

Application process
What does the application include?
· CV
· Personal statement (one-page maximum) describing goals and how the program aligns
· Advisor/mentor recommendation form (a structured form with targeted questions)
Is a traditional recommendation letter required?
The recommendation is collected via a structured form (not a free-upload letter) to ensure consistent, targeted input.
Who should be my recommender if I’m a first-year and don’t have a thesis advisor yet?
Choose someone who can write meaningfully about your potential and your fit—this could be a research mentor, a faculty member you worked closely with, or in some cases your Director of Graduate Studies (DGS).
Can my advisor submit recommendation forms for multiple students?
Yes. There’s no program-imposed limit.
Is naming a faculty co-mentor required?
No—listing a co-mentor is optional. It can be helpful if you already have a clear interdisciplinary direction and a complementary faculty connection.
Should I contact a potential co-mentor before listing them?
Ideally yes, but it is not something the program will “check” as part of evaluation.
How are applications reviewed?
Applications are reviewed holistically—not by a single metric. Reviewers look at your research trajectory, how data science fits, and your potential to contribute to and benefit from an interdisciplinary cohort. The steering committee evaluates applications and may consult additional faculty if needed for expertise.
Will there be interviews?
No. The program does not plan to conduct interviews.
Is admission rolling?
No. Applications are reviewed after the deadline, and selections are made once the full pool is available.
If I’m not accepted, can I apply again?
Yes. Students are encouraged to apply in future rounds.
If I’m not accepted, can I still attend workshops or related events?
It depends on the event—some activities may be fellows-only, while others may be open.

Key dates and contact
When does the application open and close?
· Applications open: March 1, 2026 (application form + evaluation rubric posted on the program website)
· Applications due: May 15, 2026
· Selections made: June 2026
· Cohort begins / welcome: A welcome gathering is expected at the start of the academic year (likely in September).
Is there another info session or open house?
Yes—an in-person open house. Registration required:
· Friday, March 27, 2026, 12:00–1:00 p.m.
· Kline Tower, Institute for Foundations of Data Science, Room 1307
· Lunch provided
Who do I contact with questions?
Email: datasciencefellows@yale.edu

